
Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, January 20, 2016. Present were 

Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk; Jerry D. Lawrence. Nancy J. Maloney, Chairman, arrived at 7:09 p.m. 

Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Selectmen's Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

Mr. Eric Arbeene, of Old Colony Planning Council 

Mr. Pat Ciaramella, of Old Colony Planning Council 

Mr. Shor'ty Billups, representing Chili Head BBQ 

Ms. Hattie Barrett, representing Chili Head BBQ 

 

Mr. Moreira led the meeting as Chairman Maloney was absent. 

 

At 7:01 p.m. Ms. Ellen Snoyenbos, Library Director, entered the room. 

 

Mr. Eric Arbeene of Old Colony Planning Council presented the Regional Hazardous Mitigation 

Plan that OCPC coordinated for 15 communities it represents. He said that the process for 

developing the regional plan started in 2010 and by adopting the plan, allows for the Town to 

apply for certain hazardous mitigation assistance grants available through FEMA. 

 

At 7:09 p.m., Chairman Maloney entered the room. 

 

Mr. Arbeene said that the plan identifies the critical facilities throughout the Town and reviews 

what needs to be improved or replaced, if anything.  He said if the Town votes to adopt the plan, 

it will expire in five years, at which time a new approved plan should be in place. Mr. Arbeene 

said that the Town should consider beginning the process for an updated plan in three to four 

years to accommodate for processing delays. He said OCPC is willing to assist but that the plans 

will no longer be regional going forward and that each Town, if they choose to keep up-to-date 

plans will have their own hazardous mitigation plan. Mr. Arbeene suggested that the document 

should be routinely evaluated and revised, especially after major weather events. He said once 

the plan is approved, each Town will receive a hard copy of the regional plan along with a CD 

copy. He said there is also a link to the plan on the OCPC website which Town's can use to post 

to their respective websites. 

 

Mr. Moreira turned the meeting back to Chairman Maloney. 

 

At 7:18 p.m., Mr. Steve Lang, Chairman of the Economic Development Commission, entered the 

room. 

 

Mr. Moreira asked if FEMA would still issue payments to the Town in the event of a disaster or 

emergency. Mr. Arbeene said the Town would remain covered by FEMA in that way. He said 

adopting the Hazardous Mitigation Plan is just an extra step. He noted that the first Town to 

adopt the plan did so on August 29, 2015, and that is the date of approval registered with FEMA. 

He said the plan will expire five years from that date. 

 



Mr. Lawrence MOVED to adopt the Hazardous Mitigation Plan. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:21 p.m., Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli entered the room. 

 

Chairman Maloney said that there is a request from OCPC for volunteers to serve on the Bicycle 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee later on in the agenda. She said the Board would discuss it while 

Mr. Ciaramella and Mr. Arbeene were in the room.  

 

Mr. Gagne said that it is an informational item for the Board to see if anyone in the Town might 

be interested in volunteering on this committee. He said that there are only four scheduled 

meetings and the Committee would allow OCPC to coordinate a regional approach to 

establishing more bike and pedestrian pathways. 

 

Mr. Ciaramella said the committee will explore safety issues and connectivity of paths across 

communities so that there is a regional aspect to the bike and pedestrian trails. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to forward the information to the Open Space and Recreation 

Committee. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

At 7:25 p.m., Mr. Arbeene and Mr. Ciaramella left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter sent to Mr. Steven Wong, owner of Chili Head BBQ located at 320 

West Center Street regarding outstanding paperwork for three transactions that must be 

registered with the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission. The Board noted that Mr. Wong 

had failed to attend the meeting. Mr. Shor'ty Billups and Ms. Hattie Barrett stated that they were 

in attendance representing Chili Head BBQ. Mr. Billups said that he is a part owner and that Ms. 

Barrett is the manager. 

 

Executive Administrative Assistant Mallory Aronstein said that in August 2015, the manager of 

record resigned from her position. She said that upon following up for change of manager 

paperwork, she discovered that there had also been a transfer of stock in the business and a 

transfer of the license from Mr. David Diogo, partner in Cape Cod International LLC dba Chili 

Head BBQ, to Mr. Billups. Ms. Aronstein said that she repeatedly asked for paperwork from Mr. 

Wong, Mr. Billups and Ms. Barrett but has failed to receive the paperwork necessary to file at 

the ABCC. 

 

There was discussion regarding the various documents not filed at the Board's office. Mr. Gagne 

said that he and Ms. Aronstein devised a schedule targeting March 2 as the public hearing date 

for these transactions, which require a published advertisement in the newspaper. He said 

therefore all of the proper paperwork must be filed no later than February 12. 

 

Chairman Maloney stated that the Board has historically been very business friendly and that 

they all want local businesses to thrive. She said that the Town has given a lot of chances to the 

business to file the paperwork and that it has come to the point where the Board must take action. 

 



Mr. Moreira MOVED to schedule the public hearing for March 2, 2016 to vote on the transfer of 

license, transfer of stock and change of manager transactions. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence. 

 

Mr. Lawrence said that it is unfair that Mr. Wong is not in attendance as the real issue is where is 

he and why isn't anything getting done. 

 

The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  

 

At 7:38 p.m. Ms. Barrett and Mr. Billups left the room. 

 

Ms. Ellen Snoyenbos, Library Director, introduced herself to the Board and discussed her 

experience working in libraries and her start in West Bridgewater. She said she is focusing on 

ways to make the building more efficient  

 

At 7:41 p.m., Mr. Richard Rogers of the Economic Development Commission, entered the room. 

 

Ms. Snoyenbos said she has been impressed with the staff's willingness to train and learn.  

 

Discussion continued regarding the SAILS network. 

 

There was discussion regarding Ms. Snoyenbos' experience writing grants and proposals for 

private funding. 

 

At 7:48 p.m., Ms. Snoyenbos left the room. 

 

Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli presented the Polling Evacuation Policy. She said this policy 

describes a course of action in the event that the polls need to be temporarily or permanently shut 

down. She said the Superintendent of Schools approved the use of the Howard School as an 

emergency polling place. Ms. Iannitelli said the gym could be closed off from the rest of the 

school. 

 

Mr. Lawrence asked if the Spring Street School had a generator. He said that a power outage is 

the simplest disaster that could impact the polls. Ms. Iannitelli was unsure if the school had a 

generator. 

 

Chairman Maloney asked if Ms. Iannitelli had discussed the policy with the Fire and Police 

Departments. Ms. Iannitelli said she had shown the policy to them. She said they had discussed 

utilizing the new Middle/Senior High School but that a disaster impacting the Spring Street 

School would likely also impact the Middle/Senior High School. 

 

Ms. Iannitelli left the room at 7:51 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that Police Chief Donald Clark is sick and asked that Mr. Gagne speak on his 

behalf regarding his request to hire two Permanent Intermittent police officers. He said that the 

Police Chief is requesting that the Board call for a the list of potential officers to begin the 

process of hiring two Permanent Intermittent officers as discussed last meeting. 



 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to grant the request and proceed with hiring two Permanent Intermittent 

Police Officers. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Steve Lang, Chairman of the Economic Development Commission, and Mr. Richard Rogers, 

of the Economic Development Commission, discussed the Commission's plans and asked what 

the Board expected of them. Mr. Lang said he would like to furnish a list of available properties 

for commercial development. Chairman Maloney said that there are areas in Town that the Board 

would like to see developed commercially. She said one of those areas is the old Shaws Plaza. 

Chairman Maloney said that the Board has also prioritized working with the City of Brockton to 

get sewer services in the Manley Street area. Mr. Moreira stated that he has worked with OCPC 

and the Chamber of Commerce to help recruit businesses to locate to West Bridgewater. Mr. 

Lawrence said that he has long wanted to have a list of properties readily available on the 

website to provide prospective businesses that would also show the location on a map. Chairman 

Maloney said that there is a Strategic Planning group dedicated to the branding of the Town. 

 

Mr. Lawrence discussed how some action taken by the Town has actually hindered development. 

Mr. Lawrence said regulating the solar farms to the industrial areas uses up space that could 

generate more tax revenue if a business located there. 

 

Ms. Aronstein said that the new website features a business section that has a list of resources for 

businesses, including permitting and licensing information. She said it could be updated to 

include information the Economic Development Commission wanted to share with prospective 

partners.  

 

The Board agreed to provide contact information for various individuals to Mr. Lang. 

 

At 8:05 p.m., Mr. Lang and Mr. Rogers left the room. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of December 16, 2015. Seconded by Mr. 

Lawrence. 

 

Chairman Maloney said that there is a typo in the minutes indicating a vote from Mr. Lawrence 

when he was not in fact at the meeting yet. 

 

As there was a motion on the floor with a second, the Board took a vote. The Board voted 

unanimously against the motion. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of December 16, 2015 with the correction of the 

vote on taking a recess. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to accept for review the minutes of January 6, 2016. Seconded by Mr. 

Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Ms. Aronstein updated the Board on the status of the new website. She said the site will go live 

on February 1 and that currently various web editors are being trained on editing the new site. 



She showed the Board what the new site looked like and reviewed how it was organized. 

Chairman Maloney suggested putting the Mission Statement adopted by the Board on the 

homepage of the new site. 

 

The Board discussed setting a date for the proposed Special Town Meeting. Mr. Gagne said that 

the School Department has requested a Special Town Meeting for the Spring Street School Roof 

replacement project. Mr. Gagne said a preferred date is February 25 and that the Town Clerk, 

Town Counsel and the Town Moderator are all available that day. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to schedule a Special Town Meeting on Thursday, February 25 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Middle/Senior High School.  

 

Mr. Moreira said that when the Board opens a Warrant, oftentimes articles are submitted that 

should really be discussed at Annual Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Lawrence seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously in favor. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to open the Special Town Meeting Warrant and to close the Special 

Town Meeting Warrant on Friday, January 29, at 12:00 p.m. Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Maloney discussed the status of Strategic Planning. She said that on March 16 the 

team leaders should be scheduled to present the progress of the goals. She said after that meeting 

the teams can begin devising action plans and generating discussion on their respective goals. 

 

Ms. Aronstein updated the Board regarding the proposed dog park. She said that she has worked 

with the Forestry and Parks Superintendent to find another parcel of land that has water and 

electricity hookups available. She said the proposed location is the old Town Forest adjacent to 

the Sullivan Baseball Field. Ms. Aronstein said that the parcel is town-owned and makes it easier 

to apply for the grant through the Stanton Foundation. She said the contractor she has been 

working with is designing a new plan for this space, which is larger than the previous parcel. She 

said there will be a secondary entrance off of the Rail Trail as well as by the baseball field. 

 

Chairman Maloney requested to table the discussion regarding temporary help for the Board of 

Selectmen's Office. 

 

The Board reviewed a posting from the Board of Health regarding the Registered Nurse position 

that is now vacant as the previous nurse has resigned. 

 

The Board then reviewed notification of converting land classified under Chapter 61A as 

agricultural to a housing lot. Chairman Maloney said this parcel is for one house lot on South 

Street. She said the Planning Board and Board of Assessors do not recommend that the Board 

exercises its first right of refusal to purchase the land but that the Conservation Commission is in 

favor of exercising the first right of refusal.   

 



Mr. Lawrence stated that the first lot was sent to Town Meeting for a vote and it failed. He said 

bringing a second lot to the voters is redundant. Chairman Maloney said that many times 

residents wish we could have preserved land that was built upon. She said she would like to ask 

the voters again on preserving this parcel. Mr. Moreira said he understood both sides. He said 

that the voters have clearly told the Board that they did not want the Town to buy the property. 

Mr. Lawrence said the Board should wait until the back property is available as it could be more 

useful. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to not exercise the Board's right of first refusal for the parcel identified as 

lot C located at 0 Bryant Street, Assessors Map 46, Lot 62. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence. 

 

Mr. Lawrence asked if there was recourse for a group to go forward with the purchase if the 

Board declined to exercise the first right of refusal. Mr. Gagne said a person could solicit 250 

signatures and place the item on a warrant for Town Meeting.  

 

The Board voted in favor of the motion. Maloney, no; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, yes. 

 

During the Public Comment Period, Mr. Lawrence said that he would like to schedule the 

dedication to the MacDonald-Brown Meeting Room on March 16. He said perhaps the Board 

could meet in the room that night. 

 

Mr. Lawrence said that River Bend Country Club was interested in expanding but was also 

looking for an incentive that may be available to them through the Town. Mr. Lawrence asked if 

the Board would be willing to allow him to meet with the owner and other Town officials to 

discuss his options. The Board agreed. 

 

Chairman Maloney asked Mr. Gagne for an update on the Compact Community Agreement. Mr. 

Gagne said that there has not been any word back from the state. He said the State has contacted 

OCPC to get information on what the Town has done in the past so he is sure they are reviewing 

the Town's application. 

 

Mr. Gagne then gave the Town Administrator's Report. He reviewed the Town Hall Parking 

Policy. He said that a memorandum was sent to all employees after the Board voted in October 

to enforce the Parking Policy. Mr. Gagne said that most employees have adhered to the policy 

but that the original vote did not include any compliance regulations. Mr. Gagne said this policy 

has regulations as well as some exceptions such as handicapped parking for those that needed,  

parking after Town Hall hours for night meetings, inclimate weather, or a short term medical 

issue. Chairman Maloney asked who would make the decisions on the exceptions. Mr. Gagne 

said he would as he oversees the day-to-day operations of Town Hall. 

 

Mr. Gagne reviewed the course of action for noncompliance as specified in the proposed policy. 

 

Mr. Lawrence MOVED to approve the policy with the amendment of "on the north side of the 

gazebo" instead of "on the other side of the gazebo". Seconded by Mr. Moreira. 

 



Chairman Maloney asked if the policy had been reviewed by Town Counsel. Mr. Gagne said that 

it had not.  

 

Mr. Lawrence amended his motion to include that the policy be reviewed by Town Counsel. 

Seconded by Mr. Moreira and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the Brockton Casino and Surrounding Community 

negotiations He said that an agreement between the developer and the Town was not reached. He 

said almost 40% of the traffic according to the developer's traffic study will travel north on 

Route 24, for which the Town has primary safety responsibility. Mr. Gagne said the Town will 

enter into arbitration and have its hearing on Friday, January 29 and attempt to negotiate a better 

agreement. Mr. Gagne said a decision must be made by February 8 per the Massachusetts 

Gaming Commission. 

 

Discussion continued regarding the Town's experience with the proposed Raynham Slots Parlor. 

 

Mr. Gagne that the last item on the agenda is in regards to the evaluation and negotiation process 

for non-union personnel. He said that this was added as a revised item after the Agenda had been 

posted originally. Mr. Gagne requested that the Board table the item until the next agenda.  The 

Board agreed. 

 

At 8:55 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mr. Lawrence and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 
List of documents in agenda packet - January 20, 2016  

 Powerpoint Presentation - Hazardous Mitigation, from Mr. Eric Arbeene of OCPC 

 Letter sent to owner of Chili Head BBQ regarding outstanding liquor license paperwork 

 Polling Evacuation Policy 

 Letter from Police Chief Donald Clark requesting the appointment of Permanent Intermittent 

Officers 

 Email from Mr. Stephen Lang, of the Economic Development Commission, requesting the Board's 

input on EDC activities 

 Minutes of December 16, 2015 

 Minutes of January 6, 2016 

 Posting of Registered Nurse vacancy for Board of Health 

 Email regarding OCPC's Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee 

 Letter from Board of Assessors recommending that the Board not exercise right of first refusal for 

sale of land classified under Chapter 61A 

 Letter from the Conservation Commission requesting that the Board exercise right of first refusal 

for sale of land classified under Chapter 61A 

 Letter from Planning Board recommending that the Board not exercise right of first refusal for 

sale of land classified under Chapter 61A 

 Notice of intent to sell and convert land under Chapter 61A to another use - 25.79 acres, Lot 62 

Map 46 with purchase and sale agreement 



 Town Hall Parking Policy 

 Notification of Public Input meeting from the Massachusetts Gaming Commission 

 Agenda for Public Input meeting from the Massachusetts Gaming Commission 


